
The Escalating Crisis of 
Pollution: A UK Perspective
Pollution threatens global health and ecosystems, with the UK severely 
affected. Each year, 40,000 premature deaths are linked to air pollution in 
the UK.

This presentation explores pollution's types, sources, impacts, regulations, 
and solutions.
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Types of Pollution
Air Pollution

PM2.5 and PM10 from vehicles and industry

NO2 mainly from diesel emissions

SO2 from coal and industrial plants

London9s PM2.5 levels double WHO limits; diesel causes 80% 
of roadside NO2 pollution.

Water and Land Pollution

Water: agricultural runoff, industrial discharge, sewage 
overflows

Land: landfill leachate, industrial waste, microplastics in 
soil

Nitrates exceed legal caps in rivers; 300,000+ sewage spills 
reported in 2023.
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Sources of Pollution
Industrial Activities
Power plants and factories 
release vast pollutants. 
Example: Tata Steel in Port 
Talbot.

Transport
Vehicles, planes, and ships 
contribute heavily. Heathrow is 
a major air pollution source.

Agriculture and Households
Ammonia from farms and solid fuel burning raise pollution levels, 
especially in winter.
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Impacts of Pollution
Health
Pollution increases 
respiratory, heart diseases, 
and cancer rates, stressing 
hospitals.

Environment
Acid rain and toxins harm 
biodiversity, forests, and 
aquatic ecosystems across 
the UK.

Economy
Costs exceed £20 billion annually, including healthcare and lost 
workforce productivity.
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UK Pollution Regulations
Air Quality

Targets seek WHO standards by 2040, 
currently unmet.

Water Standards

Water Framework Directive enforces 
good ecological status of rivers and 
lakes.

Waste Management

Landfill limits and producer 
responsibility drive recycling and waste 
reduction.
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UK Government Initiatives

1
Clean Air Zones
Charges deter high-emission vehicles in cities like 
Birmingham and Bath.

2
Green Grants
Support for renewable energy upgrades, including heat 
pumps via Boiler Upgrade Scheme.

3
Improvement Plan 2023
Strategic goals for cleaner air, water, and increased 
biodiversity nationwide.
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Solutions and Mitigation Strategies

1

2

3

Tech Innovations
Electric vehicles and carbon capture 

advance pollution control rapidly.

Policy Actions
Pollution taxes and regulations push 
industries toward greener practices.

Individual Efforts
Public transport use and waste 
reduction lower personal pollution 
footprints.
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Conclusion
Recognise Challenges
Pollution poses serious health, environmental, and economic risks.

Collaborate Widely
Government, industries, and individuals must act together.

Take Action
Increase awareness and adopt sustainable choices for a 
healthier future.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

